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Special thanks to the congregation of Peninsula Christian Fellowship for the 

privilege of sharing this material with them on April 18, 2010. I encourage 

my spiritual family to avail themselves of two articles related to the material 

in this presentation. Both articles are available in pdf format as free 

downloads from our website at: http://www.tmin.org/tminpages/archive.html. 

One article is entitled “The Church’s Hairbrush,” and the other “The Prayer 

Of Faith And Healing In James 5.” After going to the above web page, simply 

scroll down to the headings for Healing and Prophecy, Gift Of and click on the 

article title. 

 

Slide 1: The Holy Spirit Can Use You! 
The NT gift of prophecy is essentially the same as the OT gift. We must 

recognize, however, that God once raised up national and “writing” prophets 

for Israel that were held to a standard of infallibility (Deu 18.18-22). 

Furthermore, while God still appoints some to serve primarily as prophets in 

the Church (Eph 4.11-12), the Spirit may prompt any child of God to 

prophesy, and in fact encourages us to desire this gift (1Co 14.1). 

Slide 2: PROPHECY: Disclosing the thoughts of God, as prompted 
spontaneously by the Holy Spirit. (John 11.49-51) 
Prophecy often contains teaching but differs from the ministry of teaching in 

that it is not premeditated. The prophecy of Caiaphas is a great example! 

 

Some believe that prophecy and the other gifts disappeared when the NT was 

completed, but here’s an important question: 

Slide 3: When is the Bible not enough? 
 

There are 2 situations for which the Bible is not enough. The first one is…  
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Slide 4: A. When we don’t read it and heed it! (2 Samuel 12.1-15; 
Proverbs 29.18) 
No one had a higher view of Scripture than did King David; he even wrote 

scripture! Nevertheless, while he avoided the Scriptures, they didn’t help him 

get straight. 

Slide 5: Proverbs 29.18 (KJV) 
 

Where there is no vision, the people perish: 

but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. 

 

This proverb recognizes the need for a prophetic application of the written 

scriptures. Prophecy and Scripture work in tandem. 

Slide 6: Proverbs 29.18 (RGV) 
Where there is no prophetic vision, a people gets morally tangled up: 

But a people that keeps the law, happy is that people. 

 

The NIV correctly translates with the word revelation. This proverb is about 

how a culture tends to become morally confused when no prophet is bringing 

the Scriptures to life for them. 

Slide 7: Prophetic ministry is the hairbrush that takes the snarls 
out of a morally tangled people. 
 

Another way to say it: 

Slide 8: Prophetic ministry holds forth God’s plumb line to show 
a person or group ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƻǊ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘǊǳŜΗ Amos 
7.7. 
The law (i.e. God’s word) is the plumb line, prophecy holds it up to the living 

stones. Prophecy is the messenger, the law (i.e. God’s word) is the content. 

The Word that became flesh is our ultimate plumb line. He is both the 

messenger and the message. 

Slide 9: How does Prophecy do this? 
How does prophecy comb out the moral, ethical snarls in a society or 

congregation? How does it effectively hold the plumb line up in a way that 

helps people lean back toward the truth 
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Slide 10: Prophecy presents reproofs and encouragements. 
God sends prophetic revelations to reprove those going the wrong way, and to 

encourage all in going the right way. Important: A prophetic revelation 

does not always imply that something is wrong! It is all about 

helping Godõs people keep doing right. Prophecy presents reproofs and 

encouragements in 3 ways: 

Slide 11: Prophecy presents reproofs and encouragements by 
sharing remembrances of the past and predictions of the future. 
The theft of our cars and household items could have been a temptation to 

discouragement, but God spoke to us from the mouths of two unrelated 

witnesses. They remembered the OT law for the thief (Exo 22.7), in the Spirit 

recognized God’s heart for us and predicted exactly what came to pass:  the 

Lord restored to us double the value of what we had lost, and more. 

Slide 12: Prophecy presents reproofs and encouragements by 
sharing disclosures of the present. “If all prophesy … the secrets 
of [the] heart are disclosed.” (1 Corinthians 14.24-25) 
Testimony: A prophetic reproof of my pride by a courageous co-worker. 

 

Now for the 2nd situation in which the Bible is not enough: 

Slide 13: When is the Bible not enough? B. When Scripture does 
not address our specific situation. (1 Kings 22.1-18) 
Acts 16.7-10: How did the Spirit not permit them to enter Bithynia? 

Slides 14-21: How To Minister Prophetically 
1. Be Spirit-Filled 

2. Be Scripture-Filled 

3. Be Expectant 

4. Be Bold 

5. Be Credible 

6. Be Accountable 

7. Be Broken 

 

How to be Spirit-filled is a matter for ongoing discussion. Suffice it to say we 

must have a conscious, daily relationship with the Holy Spirit that begins 

with the volitional act of receiving Him (John 20.22). 

 Why be Expectant? It’s a sad reality that people who don’t believe in 

the gifts of the Sprit are less often used by the Spirit to minister them. 
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 Why be Credible? Your life and your love must back up your message. 

 Why be Accountable? Jesus lived His life under authority (“I also am a 

man under authority,ó  (Mat 8:9 NAU)), so must we! 

Slide 22 A: Why much Pentecostal “prophecy” is less than 
compelling: 
 

1. It expresses the obvious. 

2. It expresses a familiar truth that Scripture already states more 

effectively. 

3. It coddles hearers who need to be confronted. 

4. It fails to address the most pressing issues facing the audience. 

5. It is vague and ambiguous. 

6. It is marred by theatrics. 

7. It is self-serving (even if just to the ego of the speaker). 

Slide 22 B: How To Receive Prophetic Ministry (1 Thessalonians 
5.19-21) 

1. Test It By Scripture 

2. Test It By Counsel 

3. Test It By Conscience 

4. Test It By Common Sense 

5. Test It By Motive 

6. Test It By Peace 

7. Apply It 

Slide 23: Special Note #1 
Large segments of the Church have marginalized women’s ministries by 

barring the gift of prophecy from their corporate experience. However, see 

Acts 21.9 and 1 Corinthians 11.5. 

Slide 24: Special Note #2 
The “Prayer of Faith” for healing (James 5.15) requires a basis in revelation. 

Scripture may suffice, but often a prophetic word is required. 

 Not all healing requires what James calls “the prayer of faith,” and not 

all effective prayer requires a specific revelation. Nevertheless, when healing 

is not quickly forthcoming in answer to prayer, a prophetic word can make 

the difference. 
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Slide 25: The Holy Spirit Can Use You! 
The bottom line: The Holy Spirit can use you prophetically, and we need “all 

hands on deck.” Let us make ourselves available for Him to use prophetically 

in the Church and in our community. 

 


