The Gift Of Prophecy

Presentation Notes By
Roderick Graciano

Special thanks to the congregation of Peninsula Christian Fellowship for the
privilege of sharing this material with them on April 18 and May 2, 2010. I
encourage my spiritual family to avail themselves of two articles related to
the material in this presentation. Both articles are available in pdf format as
free downloads from our website at:

http://www.tmin.org/tminpages/archive. html

One articl e is entitled o0The Churchds Hairbrush,
Of Faith And Healing In James 5.6 After goir
scroll down to the headings for Healing and Prophecy, Gift Of and click on the

article title.

1. The Holy Spirit Can Use You!

The NT gift of prophecy is essentially the same as the OT gift. We must
recogni ze, however, t hat God once raised up
for Israel who were held to a standard of infallibility (Deu 18.18-22).
Furthermore, while God still appoints some to serve primarily as prophets in
the Church (Eph 4.11-12), the Spirit may prompt any child of God to
prophesy, and in fact encourages us to desire this gift (1Co 14.1).
Pastor Larry lives in a Tacoma nursing home. He has brain damage
from a fal/l and wheels himself down the hal
God bless you.o6 When called upon to minister
was dying in the nursing home, Larry prophesied, counseled, encouraged,
sang a spontaneous prophetic song and literally enabled our friend to die in
peace to the great blessing and relief of the family. A half hour later, Larry
coul dnot remember his roommat eds name. L .
previously internalized Word, complete lack of self-confidence, and
availability.
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2. PROPHECY: Disclosing the thoughts of God, as prompted
spontaneously by the Holy Spirit. (John 11.49-51)

Caiaphas was a great example of the spontaneity and unpremeditated nature

of prophecy. He is also an example of how the Spirit can speak through

anyone. But if the Spirit can speak through a Caiaphas, or King Saul, or

Bal aamds donkey, h ow mu cspeak nlorsugh beélisvingle apt
servants who have Godds kingdom at heart?

3. The God Who Speaks (A)

The God Who Speaks

The gift of prophecy is a
powerful expression of
... their idols...have mouths, but cannot Go d 6 selational and
speak.. nor can they utter a sound with communicative nature.
‘their throats. Authentic prophecy power-
Psalm 115.4-7 fully distinguishes the liv-

ing God from pagan idols.

Our God comes and will not be silent...
Psalm 50.3 (NIV)

4. The God Who Speaks (B)

Our innately relational
and communicative God
gave His ultimate
prophetic revelation in
In'these last days [God] has spoken to us the person of His Son,

by His Son. Jesus. But when Jesus

Hebrews 1.2 ascended to heaven, God
continued to speak
prophetically through the
apostles and other
spiritually gifted
believers. In fact, our
whole NT is an expression

The God Who Speaks

Agabus, stood up and through the
Spirit predicted ... a severe famine
Act 11:28
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of the continuing presence of the Spirit of prophecy in the Church after
Christdéds ascension.

5. The God Who Speaks (C)

It i1s foolish to think that our inherently communicative (and unchanging)
God would suddenly stop speaking prophetically when the last of the apostles
died or the NT was completed. Spiritual gifts in general, and prophecy in
particular, continued to be manifested in the generations after the apostles.
Spiritual gifts began to fade in the life of the Church when Christianity
began to syncretize more and more with paganism (AD 250 and onward).

The God Who Speaks

[Among us] one receives the spirit of
derstanding,...another of foreknowledge
Justin Martyr, AD 100-165

Ofthers have foreknowledge of things to
come...and utter prophetic expressions.
Irenaeus, AD 130-200

6. The God Who Speaks (D)

While many false prophets littered the spiritual landscape of the Middle
Ages, authentic prophecy reappeared with the
renewed access to the Scriptures that became
possible in the Reformation era. It 1is
erroneous to interpret the Reformation motto
of sola scriptura t o mean t hat

Scripture (as opposed to tradition and
patristic writings) [
theological debate.

George Wishart was only one of many
in the Protestant tradition who were
prophetically gifted. The prophetically gifted
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Scottish reformer, George Wishart, had a bodyguard who carried a two-

handed sword. Upon Wishartds martyrdom, hi s
of the Scottish Reformation, and helped lay the foundation of
Presbyterianism; his name was John Knox.

7. The God Who Speaks (E)

The Baptist tradition had a remarkable prophet in
Charles Spurgeon. It is only when theologians feel
pressured to explain the lack of spiritual gifts in
their own Church culture (Augustine, Luther), or
when they are reacting against doctrinally suspect
movements who prioritize spiritual gifts, that they
are compelled to find proof texts for a cessationist
stance.

€ Spurgeon suddenl yfhstenpmpandipointedtot he mi dd]l e
a young man saying, AYoung man, those gl ¢
been paid for. You have stolen them fr
Surprised By The Voice Of Gqul,89.]

8. Prophecy Overlaps With Other Gifts.

The overlap of prophecy with other gifts
encourages us to realize that all Spirit-led
believers may prophesy as need arises.
Counsel, teaching and prayer can all be

hetic!
Prophecy PTOPHEEC

Teaching

9. Reproofs & Encouragements.

Prophecy brings reproofs and encouragements by:
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1. Bringing the past to remembrance.
2. Predicting the future.
3. Disclosing the present (1 Corinthians 14.24-25)

Prophetic words can bring wonderful encouragement! A friend in our

congregation, Hel en, came to me one Sunday
heal your shoulder.6 | was stunned because | hadnodot s
about my troubled shoul der. Hel en sai d, 0 Wh
the probl em, the Lord says Heds going to gi

was completely freed up within a few weeks and I was back on the tennis
court!

~

10.2 K& YdzOK tSyidaSoOz2aitlt aLINPLIKSO®é

—

It expresses the obvious.

It expresses a familiar truth that Scripture already states more
effectively.

It coddles hearers who need to be confronted.

It fails to address the most pressing issues facing the audience.
It 1s vague and ambiguous.

It i1s marred by theatrics.

It is self-serving (even if just to the ego of the speaker).

po

N oo

Remember how Jesus warned His disciples th
before governors and ki ngs f or My saked6 ( Mat 10.18)7? J
given you in that hour what you are to say
moving into a time when we will be called upon more and more to speak

reproof to secular antagonists, and in preparation for this, we must learn

both how to give and receive reproof among ourselves.

11. Learn To Value Reproof (A)

Proverbs urges us to value reproof. When you think of reproof, do you think of
someone yelling at you? Hereds ahunplryacti cal
directing someone to the path of integrity.

A Turn to my reproof, Behol d, I wi || pour
(Pro 1.23 NASB)

A For whom the LORD loves He reproves (Pro 3.12)
A éreproofs for discipli®g®)are the way of

A Reprove a wise man and he will love you (Pro 9.8)
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12. Learn To Value Reproof (B)

A éhe who regards reproofl3.1& NASB) be honored.

A éhe who regards repr1s®f i s sensible.

A He who hates reproof will die. (Pro 15.10)

A Like an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold Is a wise reprover
to a listening ear. (Pro 25.12)

He who hates reproof will die: In concert with another pastor and a godly
friend, we heard the ovoice of Godoéd
what we counseled, which it was his prerogative to do, and returned from
pursuing his own agenda to find that his wife had left him.

13. Learn To Value Reproof (C)
A Reprover Must Be Wise!

Like an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold Is a wise
reprover to a listening ear. (Pro 25.12)

14. When To Give Prophetic Reproof (A)

Only give prophetic reproof in matters of eternal importance. If your audience
1s open to you, then you can give good (and perhaps even prophetic) counsel
in matters of both secondary and eternal importance.
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15. When To Give Prophetic Reproof (B)

en To Give Prophetic Reproof

Recipient Open Recipient Closed

Issue of Fruitful Vital

Eternal

B portance Counsel Reproof

S Good Keep Your
econdary

Importance Teamwork Mouth Shut

If your audience is closed to you and the matter is of only secondary impor-

tance, then keep your mouth shut. Someone who eagerly offers reproof or

supp o s ed Opropheticé direction about uni m
unappreciative audience will only gain a reputation as an arrogant meddler.

16. When To Keep Our Mouth Shut

1.1tds a secondary issue and your audience
from us.

2. We have no accountability present.
3. Our ministry is not under authority.

4. Webr e e x ci ¢peithal giftsobutthave neglected spiritual
disciplines.

5. Wer@ pursuing your gift or ministry more thanwed r e pur sui ng Jesu:
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17. Be Lavish With Encouragement (A)

A Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to
encourage and strengthen the brothers. (Act 15.32 NIV)

A Everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening,
encouragement and comfort. (1Co 14.3 NIV)

A For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed
and encouraged. (1Co 14.31 NIV)

18. Be Lavish With Encouragement (B)

A Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in
fact you are doing. (1Th 5.11 NIV)
A éencourage one an@i3mNdw daily, (Heb
A él et us encour a-gnel albtheenora @ gdu kee the Day
approaching. (Heb 10.25 NIV)

19. The Holy Spirit Can Use You!

The bottom |ine: The Holy Spirit can use yo
hands on deck. 6 Let us make ourselves avail
in the Church and in our community. It should go without saying that in

order to speak for God, we must be well practiced in hearing from God. If we
ourselves are unabl e to hand reproGfs dv®@ are encour a
hardly qualified to speak them into the lives of other. We may be called upon

to reprove at times, but we are all called to encourage now!
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